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Contestants left to right. Gerard Pillai, Ian Clarke, (WINNER) Jacqui Hogan (contest chair) Stewart Linford, Dave Sellman, 
Lesley Wells, Keith Clarke (President), Alan Donegan, Samantha Babister (Div Gov) Martin Berry, David Jones, Trish 
Weller, Sheila Hamilton-Andrews, John Morris. 
 
 

On Friday 19 June over 60 Toastmasters and guests packed into All Saints 
Church Hall, in the picturesque town of Marlow, as guests of MARLOW 
ORATORS to hear tales of total lies and fabrication. It was the first Regional Tall 
Tales Contest. 
 
A Tall Tale is a 3-5 minute speech of an unbelievable and exaggerated nature 
that must enthral and entertain an audience. The thirteen contestants certainly 
did that causing gasps of surprise and huge amounts of laughter throughout the 
evening. This type of public speaking contest is quite popular in America and 
they are called liars contests. Here in Europe we are of course much more 
eloquent and call them Tall Tales. 
 
The contestants were all winners of first round competitions held at local 
Toastmaster International clubs from London and the South East. The audience 
was regaled by stories of International art theft, being captured by a Stone-Age 



tribe in an ancient forest, and an efficient collection of methane from cows to 
save the planet, to mention just some of the subjects. The winner, as voted by 
the audience, was Ian Clarke from Camberley Communicators, with his tale 
entitled ‘Cannon Fodder’ about a school trip to France and a terrible accident 
which affected his ears, as you can see in the photograph. 
 
Whilst the votes were being collected and counted, the special guest speaker 
was Simon Bucknall, European Champion of Public Speaking and winner of 
several UK and all Ireland speaking competitions. Simon spoke about 
procrastination, and the motivation of achieving a goal that is desired.  
 
The event was a showcase to promote the Toastmasters International 
organisation in general with specific reference MARLOW ORATORS. There were 
many favourable comments about the evening and this may be the start of an 
annual contest.  
 
Information about Toastmasters can be found at: 
 
www.marloworators.org.uk 
www.d71.org 
 
Prepared by Keith Clarke. President Marlow Orators  
 
 

    
 
(left) Ian Clarke receiving the winners certificate from Samantha Babister, Area Governor. (right) The audience eagerly 
awaiting the entertainment to begin. 


